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FDA and HHS Appoint AI Chiefs
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In the last two weeks, the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) has �lled key

arti�cial intelligence (AI) positions at HHS and the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA).

These appointments, as well as recent statements from HHS and FDA leadership, align with

the Trump administration’s intention to use AI to improve regulatory e�ciency at HHS and

beyond.

Last week, FDA hired Jeremy Walsh, an information technology (IT) professional with

experience contracting for federal health agencies, as FDA’s �rst chief AI o�cer and head of

IT. HHS also recently designated Peter Bowman-Davis as acting chief AI o�cer at HHS.

Although not formally announced by FDA or HHS, these positions will support the internal

use of AI by HHS and FDA, in line with the administration’s broader AI priorities. These

appointments follow the Trump administration’s January 2025 executive order titled

Removing Barriers to American Leadership in Arti�cial Intelligence and the resulting O�ce of

Management and Budget (OMB) Memorandum on Accelerating Federal Use of AI through

Innovation, Governance, and Public Trust issued on April 3, 2025 (previously discussed by Akin

here). The OMB memorandum requires all federal agencies to identify a chief AI o�cer by

June 2, 2025, to promote AI innovation, adoption, governance and reduce “bureaucratic

bottlenecks.”

Statements from HHS and FDA o�cials underscore the agencies’ focus on promoting internal

e�ciency using AI. FDA has previously reported on its e�orts to use AI to support various

regulatory functions, such as assessing data integrity issues in marketing applications,

assessing bioequivalence, identifying potential drug interactions, and a host of other uses.

https://www.akingump.com/en/lawyers-advisors/nathan-a-brown
https://www.akingump.com/en/lawyers-advisors/jenna-h-becker
https://www.akingump.com/en/lawyers-advisors/marlee-p-gallant
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/prescription-pulse/2025/05/06/fda-names-first-ever-ai-chief-00330461
https://www.politico.com/newsletters/politico-pulse/2025/05/01/rfk-jr-s-autism-pledge-divides-advocates-00319648
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/removing-barriers-to-american-leadership-in-artificial-intelligence/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/M-25-21-Accelerating-Federal-Use-of-AI-through-Innovation-Governance-and-Public-Trust.pdf
https://www.akingump.com/en/insights/ai-law-and-regulation-tracker/omb-issues-memorandum-on-accelerating-federal-use-of-ai-through-innovation-governance-and-public-trust


2

Categories

Policy & Regulation Technology Health Care Artificial Intelligence

Policy Regulatory Food and Drug Administration (FDA)

© 2025 Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP. All rights reserved. Attorney advertising. This document is

distributed for informational use only; it does not constitute legal advice and should not be used as

such. Prior results do not guarantee a similar outcome. Akin is the practicing name of Akin Gump LLP, a

New York limited liability partnership authorized and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority

under number 267321. A list of the partners is available for inspection at Eighth Floor, Ten Bishops Square,

London E1 6EG. For more information about Akin Gump LLP, Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP and

other associated entities under which the Akin Gump network operates worldwide, please see our Legal

Notices page.

FDA Commissioner Marty Makary announced at the American Hospital Association

Membership Meeting on May 6, that FDA completed its �rst AI-assisted scienti�c review this

week, with a goal to implement AI-assisted review agency-wide by this summer. At the same

conference, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) Chief of Sta� and Deputy

Administrator Stephanie Carlton noted HHS’s likely use of generative AI to analyze and draft

regulations.
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